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Executive Director, Sarah Standiford, U ndertaking N ew  Role Prom oting A ccess to 

Reproductive H ealth C are    
 

AugustaAugustaAugustaAugusta – After eight successful years w ith the M aine W om en’s Lobby and its sister 

organization, the M aine W om en's Policy C enter, Executive Director, Sarah Standiford w ill be 

stepping dow n at the end of July to pursue new  opportunities. T he organizations w ill launch a 

nationw ide search for a new  Executive Director in August. 

 

“It has truly been a privilege to lead the M aine W om en’s Lobby’s cam paigns to prom ote the 

interests of M aine’s w om en and girls,” said Standiford. “I am  confident that w hoever is chosen 

to lead the organization w ill have trem endous success w orking alongside the highly skilled, 

thoughtful and dedicated m em bers of our staff, m em bers, and Board of Directors.” 

 

Standiford, w ho lives in R ichm ond, M aine, w ill continue advocating for w om en’s full equality as 

the new   R egional Field M anager for Planned Parenthood Federation of Am erica, based out of 

the Planned Parenthood of N orthern N ew  England affiliate in Portland. “N ow  is a critical tim e 

to be building the m ovem ent for reproductive rights ,social justice, and access to health care, and 

I’m  thrilled to be participating in this w ay,” said Standiford. 

 

As Executive Director since 2003, Standiford oversaw  the organizations’ public policy 

developm ent, research, organizing, and advocacy efforts, representing the needs of M aine 

w om en to policym akers and the m edia in the areas of affordable healthcare, reproductive 

privacy, econom ic security, discrim ination, and freedom  from  violence.  

 



U nder Standiford’s leadership, the organizations’ staff has grow n from  tw o to six m em bers, and 

the M aine W om en’s Lobby has led successful efforts to expand protections for dom estic violence 

victim s, raise the m inim um  w age, increase access to fam ily m edical leave and prom ote other 

vital protections for w om en and girls.  

 

“Sarah has been an exceptional leader for our organizations,” said C harlotte W arren, Associate 

Director. “H er dedication, insight and passion for the w ell being of w om en and fam ilies has 

m ade a trem endous im pact on the evolution of our efforts. Also, at a personal level, she’s just 

such a w onderful person and w ill be sorely m issed.” 

 

K atherine Lynch O ’G rady, form er head of the M aine W om en’s Lobby Board of Directors, w ill 

serve as Interim  Executive Director of the organization until the position can be filled. T he 

search for a new  Executive Director w ill begin in August. “W e are looking for a leader w ho, like 

Sarah, is com m itted to our m ission of equal opportunity for w om en and prepared to m eet our 

am bitious goals,” said O ’G rady. “W e are confident that the person w e choose w ill propel us 

forw ard and continue the great w ork w e’ve done for M aine’s w om en and girls.” 

 

“I have been so fortunate to w ork w ith w om en across the state com m itted to our m ission of 

equal opportunity. T ogether, w e’ve m ade a trem endous im pact.” said Standiford. “I am  

confident that the new  Executive Director w ill continue the M aine W om en’s Lobby’s three 

decades of success.” 

 

T he M aine W om en’s Lobby Board of Directors invites prospective candidates to visit 

w w w .m ainew om en.org for the Executive H iring announcem ent and application process.  

 

The M aine W om en’s Lobby is a non-partisan, nonprofit, m em bership organization w orking since 

1978 to increase opportunities for w om en and girls through advocacy and legislative action. 
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