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Diverse G roup G athers to W arn of B ill’s U nintended C onsequences  

Current Maine law appropriately addresses violence against pregnant wom en 

 

A ugusta – T oday, the day after the Joint Standing C om m ittee on C rim inal Justice and Public Safety 

endorsed L.D . 1463, or “A n A ct R egarding O ffenses against an U nborn C hild,” individuals representing 

dom estic violence victim s, attorneys, and health practitioners w ill call upon M aine law m akers to uphold 

current M aine law  and reject L.D . 1463.  

C iting that M aine already has a law  enabling stiffer penalties for crim es against pregnant w om en, K ate 

Brogan, from  the Fam ily Planning A ssociation of M aine, said, “this proposal is a bad idea for M aine 

w om en. In states w here sim ilar law s have been enacted, in literally hundreds of cases around the country, 

w om en have paid the price of these unintended consequences. By allow ing w om en to be prosecuted for 

their actions during pregnancy, this bill opens the door for w om en to be prosecuted for any behavior, 

legal or illegal w hile pregnant.” 

 

Pam ela Boivin, a form er prosecutor on dom estic violence crim es w ho currently w orks w ith victim s 

involved in the judicial system  and the civil protection from  abuse process, stated, “L.D . 1463 w ould open 

a Pandora’s Box of legal repercussions regarding the separation of the rights of a pregnant w om an from  

the rights of her fetus. A nd, w ill do little to reduce dom estic violence or hold perpetrators accountable. 

M oreover, L.D . 1463 could place w om en in abusive relationships at further risk, as conceivably they m ay 

be prosecuted for failing to leave such relationships to protect their fetuses. R ather than policing w om en, 

w e should be focusing our resources on appropriate education and intervention strategies to reduce 

dom estic violence.”  

 

A nnie Lunt, a psychiatric nurse, added, “A s you’ve heard, in other states these law s have lead to 

prosecution against pregnant w om en – for exam ple, in the instance that a w om an is unable to overcom e a 

drug or alcohol problem  w hen they becom e pregnant. A s a society, w e w ant to encourage w om en to seek 

help for substance abuse and m ental health problem s as early as possible in their pregnancies. But they 

w ill not do this if they are afraid of being prosecuted. That’s m y job as a practitioner, and it’s our public 

health im perative.” 

 



W ith the endorsem ent of the Joint Standing C om m ittee on C rim inal Justice and Public Safety,  

L.D . 1463 is now  referred to the Senate for a vote.  

 
 

Maine W om en’s Lobby is a nonpartisan, nonprofit, m em bership organization working since 1978 to increase 

opportunities for wom en and girls through advocacy and legislative action. 
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