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H ouse V otes to R evoke V oting R ights  
Statem ent of Sarah Standiford, Executive Director 

M aine W om en’s Lobby 

 

“T oday the M aine H ouse of Representatives voted to turn back the clock - and undercut 

M aine’s vibrant dem ocratic tradition – by voting to elim inate Election Day Registration. 

 

“V oting is fundam ental to full civic participation. T hat’s w hy the M aine W om en’s Lobby 

is deeply concerned about L.D. 1376. T his bill w ould establish unnecessary and 

inappropriate barriers in front of prospective voters, especially w om en voters. It w ill turn 

back the clock on our dem ocracy.  It w ill turn back the clock on voting rights. 

 

“Im agine a m ilitary service m em ber w ho com pletes her service shortly before an election 

and returns hom e to M aine, not able to vote because she w as not able to get to the 

registrar's office in tow n before the deadline. Im agine a busy single m om , recently m oved 

to a new  tow n, unable to find care for her children so she can get to the tow n office to 

register. T heir civic responsibility - their right to vote - is deferred. T hese are the real life 

consequences of m aking it harder to register and vote.  

 

“T his m ove w ill disenfranchise the thousands of M aine citizens w ho rely on Election Day 

V oter Registration. A nd to w hat end? T here has been only tw o cases of voter fraud in 

thirty years.  

 

“Election Day Registration is part of M aine's vibrant dem ocratic tradition. T his repeal of 

voting rights m ust not stand in the Senate. 

 

“M aine’s voting system  w orks, and it w orks w ell. M aine law m akers should be w orking on 

getting our econom y m oving again, N O T  m uddying up M aine’s system  of elections.” 
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