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C oalition W arns Legislature N ot to End Sam e Day V oting 
 

C ontact:  Sarah Standiford, M aine W om en’s Lobby, 837-2609 

 

Portland – A  diverse coalition of advocates for seniors, students, and w om en have a special 

M em orial D ay w eekend m essage for law m akers: Leave M aine’s voting law s alone.   

 

T he M aine H ouse of R epresentatives is scheduled to vote on T uesday on a proposal, sponsored 

by Speaker of the H ouse R obert N utting and Secretary of State C harles Sum m ers, that w ould 

elim inate sam e day voter registration (or Election D ay voter registration). The vote is expected to 

be extrem ely close. 

 

“T here are few  activities m ore patriotic and none m ore fundam ental to our dem ocracy than 

voting,” said Shenna Bellow s, Executive D irector of the M aine C ivil Liberties U nion.  “W e honor 

those w ho died defending our country by preserving the fundam ental freedom s for w hich they 

sacrificed so m uch. It w ould be a sham e to roll back broad public access to the right to vote.” 

 

In 2010, 18,364 M aine voters registered to vote on Election D ay. In 2008, 49,666 voters registered 

to vote on Election D ay. T he proposal before the legislature w ould require voters to register 

ahead of tim e in order to vote on Election D ay. 

  

“Election day registration is part of M aine’s vibrant dem ocratic tradition,” said Sarah Standiford, 

Executive D irector of the M aine W om en’s Lobby. “T urning back the clock m eans m ore barriers 

to vote – especially for those in our com m unities w ho m ove frequently, including busy single 

m om s, young w om en, and basically anyone w ho lives on the econom ic m argins. ” 

 



Sam e day voter registration w as passed into law  unanim ously by the M aine State Legislature 

w hen it w as last controlled by the R epublicans in 1973.  A t the tim e, Senator Elden H . Shute (R -

Farm ington) w as the chief sponsor. T he M aine Suprem e Judicial C ourt issued an opinion in 1973 

(303 A .2d 452), w hich appears to support sam e-day voter registration, stating that any durational 

residency requirem ent w ould be constitutionally perm issible only as far as it w as necessary for 

the actual process of registration. 

 

Proponents of LD  1376 have suggested that the m easures w ould elim inate voter fraud, but only 

tw o know n cases of an individual voting tw ice have been identified in the past thirty years in 

M aine.   

 

“H aving w orked to m ake the voting process easy for voters and m anageable for poll w orkers 

alike, I know  that our system  is w orking w ell,” said John Sm ith, form er D eputy Secretary of State. 

“M aine has secure, accurate and accessible elections.  T here is no need to change a system  that is 

not broken.” 

 

In 1972, prior to adoption of sam e day voter registration, M aine ranked 21st in the country in 

voter turnout. In 2008, M aine had the third highest voter turn-out in the country. T he only states 

to surpass M aine in voter turn-out in 2008, M innesota and W isconsin, also have Election D ay 

voter registration. 

 

LD  1376 is opposed by the A A R P, D isability R ights C enter, EqualityM aine, H om eless V oices for 

Justice, the League of W om en V oters, the League of Y oung V oters, the M aine C ivil Liberties 

U nion, the M aine People’s A lliance, M aine W om en’s Lobby, and Preble Street R esource C enter. 
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