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T he Maine W om en’s Lobby and the Maine W om en’s Policy C enter W elcom e N ew  Leadership 

Eliza Townsend announced as new Executive D irector  

A ugusta – T oday the M aine W om en’s Lobby and M aine W om en’s Policy C enter w elcom ed Eliza 

T ow nsend as the new  Executive D irector of the sister organizations. Eliza brings decades of public policy 

leadership experience to her new  position. In addition to four term s in the M aine H ouse of 

R epresentatives, Eliza served as Executive D irector of the M aine League of C onservation V oters &  M aine 

C onservation V oters Education Fund, as w ell as C om m issioner of the M aine D epartm ent of 

C onservation.   

 

T hroughout her legislative tenure and non-profit sector experience, Eliza has been a strong and effective 

advocate on a w ide range of issues affecting w om en. She brings extensive professional experience to the 

organizations, along w ith a strong track record of w orking collaboratively w ith a w ide range of people.  

Said Peaches Bass, Board C hair of the M aine W om en’s Lobby and the M aine W om en’s Policy C enter, 

“W e are elated to w elcom e Eliza as our new  Executive D irector. Eliza’s experience, qualifications, and 

proven track record of leadership success represent all that w e w ere searching for and m ore. T he board of 

directors is thrilled that Eliza’s passion, com m itm ent, and vision w ill be a part of our w ork increasing 

opportunities for M aine w om en and girls.” 

Eliza’s professional contributions have been recognized by the Friends of the Fund for a H ealthy M aine, 

the M aine D epartm ent of H um an Services (D H S) and D H S Bureau of A dult Services, the Start M E Right 

C oalition, the M aine C om m unity A ction A ssociation, the Fam ily Planning A ssociation of M aine, the 

M aine A ssociation of C hild C are R esource and R eferral A gencies, the Senior Legislative A dvocacy 

C oalition, the Baxter C om pensation A uthority, the M aine State Library and M aine Library A ssociation, 

M aine A udubon Society, and the M aine G range. 

Said Eliza about her start at the M aine W om en’s Lobby and the M aine W om en’s Policy C enter, “Infusing 

the voice of M aine w om en into the political process, and ensuring that public policy reflects the needs, 



realities and aspirations of w om en and girls is a m ission close to m y heart. A s a legislator, non-profit 

com m unity colleague, and M aine W om en’s Lobby m em ber, I have w itnessed the strong history of these 

organizations and have alw ays been im pressed w ith their w ork. I am  delighted to be part of it as w e m ove 

into the future.” 

In addition to her professional achievem ents, Eliza has served on the Board of D irectors of the Friends of 

C asco Bay, and volunteered w ith the C um berland C ounty Budget A dvisory C om m ittee, and as a grant 

w riter for the Portland Skatepark C om m ittee. Eliza is a graduate of M cG ill U niversity, in M ontreal, 

Q uebec and holds a M aster of Fine A rts in D ram a from  C arnegie-M ellon U niversity.  She has tw o sons 

and lives in Portland. 

T o learn m ore about Eliza T ow nsend, visit w w w .m ainew om en.org/tow nsend. 

 

M aine W om en’s Lobby is a nonpartisan, nonprofit, m em bership organization working since 1978 

to increase opportunities for wom en and girls through advocacy and legislative action. 
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