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C om m ittee Split on W hether to G ut C hild Labor Protections 
Vote C om es on the 100th A nniversary of T een W orkplace Fire 

 

 

A ugusta – T oday law m akers in the Labor, C om m erce, R esearch and Econom ic D evelopm ent C om m ittee 

split 6-6 on w hether to roll back child labor protections. O ne com m ittee m em ber w as absent. T he latest 

am endm ent to L.D . 516 w ould perm it em ployers to schedule teen w orkers up to 24 hours during the 

school w eek, up to six hours on a school day and keep them  w orking until 11 o’clock on a school night.  

 

“T he M aine Wom en’s Lobby applauds the six com m ittee m em bers w ho voted to uphold M aine’s 

longstanding com m itm ent to the health and w elfare of teens in the w orkforce,” said Laura H arper, 

D irector of Public Policy. “Students need a solid high school education to com pete in a challenging 

econom y and pave the w ay for future success. G overnor LePage has said that boosting k-12 perform ance 

is a top econom ic priority. Why, then is he prom oting a roll back of the m ost fundam ental child labor 

protections that ensure kids can succeed in school?”  

 

H arper continues, “It’s difficult not to view  this as sim ply a short-sighted effort by M aine’s hospitality 

industry to em ploy m ore of M aine’s teens for longer hours, later at night during the school year. N o 

evidence presented suggests that there is an unskilled labor shortage in our state and volum es of research 

prove that students have the greatest success in the present and the long-term  w hen their hours at w ork 

are lim ited during the school year.” 

 

M aine’s child labor law s w ere first enacted in 1847, and strengthened repeatedly over the years. T he 

reason? Educators com plained that students forced to w ork long hours outside of school w ere falling 

asleep in class. T he current law  lim iting w orking hours for 16 and 17 year-olds w as forged through 

bipartisan agreem ent in the legislature about the need to balance em ployer interests w ith the health and 

w elfare of M aine children. Indeed, according to the Legislative R ecord, in debate on the Senate floor, the 

original law  w as referred to as the “Put Learning First, Put Working Second” bill. 

 



M ainers have rightly raised their voices over the past tw o days over the prospective rem oval of a m ural 

depicting M aine’s labor history — including M aine’s history of child labor.  

T oday, m any throughout M aine are com m em orating the 100th anniversary of the T riangle Shirtw aist 

Factory Fire – a horrendous fire in w hich 146 people, m any of them  teen girls, w ere burned or jum ped to 

their deaths because of inadequate labor protections.  

 

N ow  it’s tim e they raised their voices and urged their legislators not to roll back M aine’s child labor law . 

 

 

M aine W om en’s Lobby is a nonpartisan, nonprofit, m em bership organization w orking since 1978 

to increase opportunities for w om en and girls through advocacy and legislative action. 
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