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R oll-Back A genda M eets R esistance in A ugusta  

Labor, C om m erce, Research, and Econom ic D evelopm ent C om m ittee hears hours of testim ony 

 

Augusta – Mem bers of the Maine W om en’s Lobby joined dozens of people from  around the state to voice 

opposition to bills that w ould underm ine basic w orkplace protections for Maine people.  

 

L.D. 1207, “An Act to Am end the Labor Law s Relating to C ertain Agricultural Em ployees,” w ould repeal 

law s passed in 1975 and 1997 to provide protection for w orkers in the notorious egg processing facilities 

associated w ith Jack DeC oster. T he bill w ould exem pt those w orkers from  qualifying for the Maine 

m inim um  w age, leaving them  only the low er federal m inim um  w age standards to guarantee their incom e. 

Further, it w ould exem pt those w orkers from  overtim e protections and rescind their right to form  a 

union. 

 

In her testim ony against L.D. 1207, Laura H arper, Director of Public Policy for the Maine W om en’s 

Lobby stated, “Repealing the right to overtim e pay and the right to unionize for this specific w orkforce 

w ould disproportionately harm  the m any low -incom e fam ilies already living on the fringes of our 

com m unities. T hese fam ilies desperately rely on the m inim al w ages they earn doing dirty, difficult, and at 

tim es dow nright dangerous jobs. W e cannot deprive them  of the right to overtim e pay.” 

 

Another bill aim ed at rolling back protections, L.D. 1346, “An Act to Enhance Access to the W orkplace 

for Minors,” w ould repeal m inim um  w age protections for high school students under the age of 20—

lim iting their incom e to just $5.25 in the first six m onths of em ploym ent.  L.D. 1346 also elim inates any 

cap on the num ber of hours a 16 or 17 year-old could w ork on a school day or during the school w eek.   

 

At a press event earlier in the day, Maine W om en’s Lobby Executive Director, Sarah Standiford, said, “Far 

from  helping kids support their fam ilies, this bill – yet another unprecedented roll-back of Maine’s labor 

protections – w ill increase the hours teens can w ork, low er their w ages, and decrease their chances of 

future success.”  



T hese tw o bills are part of the roll back agenda prom oted by G overnor LePage. Rather than creating jobs, 

these underm ine the very w orkplace protections that allow  w orkers and businesses to thrive. Said 

Standiford, “Maine teens need education. Maine adults need jobs. T his bill is just backw ards.”  

T he Maine W om en’s Lobby urged the Labor, C om m erce, Research, and Econom ic Developm ent 

C om m ittee to vote ought not to pass on both of these bills.  

 

M aine W om en’s Lobby is a nonpartisan, nonprofit, m em bership organization w orking since 1978 to increase 

opportunities for w om en and girls through advocacy and legislative action. 

 

# # # 


