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Under the Dome
As Always, You Can Count on the Maine Women's Lobby 

W ith the election of Paul LePage as Maine's next 
Governor comes a dramatic shi!  in the legislative 
landscape. Governor-Elect Paul LePage's public 
positionsÐ on reproductive choice, marriage 

equality, economic development, health care, and educationÐ are, 
simply put, out of touch with the realities of women's lives. And, 
over the next four years, Governor LePage could move Maine in 
a radically di" erent direction. But, Maine can't a" ord to move 
backwards. # e success and well-being of all Maine people 
depends on policy making that honors wise investments, equal 
opportunity, and shared prosperity. So, while we'll undoubtedly 
be ªplaying defenseº when it comes to Governor LePage's anti-
choice, anti-welfare, and anti-equality agenda, we'll also be 
putting forward proactive policies that can win broad support in 
the legislature and in the electorate. You can count on us to keep 
women's voices front and center in the many di$  cult debates to come.  

One of the % rst challenges to come before the 125th Legislature will 
be a projected &800 million budget shortfall. Most likely, you are all 
too familiar with the threats this could pose to funding for family 
planning, domestic violence and sexual assault prevention, health 
care, and education and training programs, especially those geared 
towards non-traditional students. Once again, the Maine Women's 
Lobby will be there in the Appropriations Committee to advocate 
for the vital programs that directly a" ect the lives of women.

You'll certainly be hearing from us on welfare reform. It's been 
di$  cult to miss the upsurge in attacks on basic protections for 
the poor, elderly, and disabled during this election cycle. We'll be 
there in the Health and Human Services Committee, making sure 
legislators are restructuring our state's programs to better meet the 
needs of workers and families in today's economy, not stripping 
them down or eliminating them entirely. # e work is complex, 
but we'll be there to make sure decisions are informed with facts, 
not % ctionÐ and that every step taken is an improvement to an 
existing program, not a setback for one population over another.

A tough economic climate has never stopped us from educating 
lawmakers and the public about the realities of women's lives. 
You'll see us in the Natural Resources Committee advocating for 
Maine's landmark Kid-Safe Products Law. We all want our homes 
free of harmful chemicals so we can raise healthy families. # at 
doesn't stop during tough economic times. Nor do civil rights for 
gay and lesbian families. You'll see us continue to play a key role in 
changing people's hearts and minds to win marriage equality.
You'll see us in the Labor Committee advocating for fair wages, 

equal pay, and a number of other policies that have a direct impact 
on your pocketbook. # is fall, state legislative and gubernatorial 
candidates couldn't help but notice our SheDecides campaign. 
Hundreds of our members, just like you, took action by e-mailing 
their candidates, signing postcards, asking questions at forums, 
and knocking on doors to get out the vote. Together we made it 
clear: Maine women are a highly engaged and powerful electorate, 
one that legislators should expect to address when policies come 
across their desks and women speak up.

You'll hear us. And, with your help, so will our newly elected o$  cials.
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A Maine family visits the Maine Women's Lobby table at 
the Common Ground Fair and shows their support for the 
SheDecides campaign. (Read more about SheDecides on page 2.)

Th e M ai n e w o men 's

Girls' Day at the State House
On March 24, 2011, over 100 girls, 50 volunteers, and several 
dozen elected o$  cials will participate in our Girls' Day at the 
State House program. Girls from every region of the state will 
spend the day learning how our state government works, the 
important role women play in shaping Maine's public policy, 
and how they can have a voice on issues they care about. To help 
make the program available free of charge to students across 
Maine, please consider a tax-deductible donation to the Maine 
Women's Policy Center. FMI, please contact Bonnie Buckmore at 
207.622.0851, ext. 22. All donors receive wide-reaching recognition.



  

Supporters Celebrate at the 
Maine Women's Gala and Auction 

Can you believe it's been 20 years? In October, more 
than 300 supporters marked the 20th anniversary of 
the Maine Women's Policy Center at a fundraiser in 
Portland.

A big thank you to everyone who attended, sponsored 
a table, volunteered, donated auction items, and bid in 
the silent and live auctions. And, for their generosity, a 
special thank you goes out to our event sponsors:

Margaret Chase Smith Sponsors
Atkins, Maine Street Solutions, and Mainebiz

Ella Fitzgerald Sponsors
AARP Maine, Norway Savings Asset Management 
Group, Preti Flaherty, Lois Galgay Reckitt, and 
Spurwink Services

Your support enabled us to raise crucial funds, make 
new friends, celebrate 20 years of successes, and share 
a vision for equal opportunity for all. !  ank you"
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Maine Women's Policy Center Executive Director, Sarah Standiford, leads a toast
with women leaders to increasing opportunities for Maine women and girls at the
October 2010 Maine Women's Gala and Auction.
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From the Executive Director
Sarah Standiford

Fighting Forward 

In speaking to members, funders, and colleagues over the 
past few weeks, the same question inevitably surfaces: What's 
next? Maine's Governor-Elect and the new legislature has 
overwhelmingly advocated against the role of government 
in sustaining the public structures that support our 
communitiesÐ that is, against policy solutions to the challenges 
facing women. 

So, I've been asked frequently how the Maine Women's Lobby 
expects to advance policy solutions in this new environment. 
How do we address the critical needs of women and the 
families they support during these tough economic timesÐ
working women churning from one low-wage job to the next, 

facing the loss of unemployment 
benefits, discrimination or harassment 
on the job, or putting job security at 
risk in order to care for a sick child? 
How do we craft smart solutions 
in a climate where any government 
intervention is perceived as anti-
businessÐ regardless of the fact that 

policies such as unemployment insurance expansion, paid 
sick days, and paid family medical leave actually increase job 
security by keeping people employed and contributing to the 
local economy. 

The answer is we fight forward. 

We defend against the most egregious attempts to restrict 
existing protections. (Were you, like me, startled to read 
in the Portland Press Herald about members of a business 
roundtable urging Governor±Elect LePage to eliminate ªwell-
intended but burdensomeº regulations such as child labor, 
public health, and civil rights laws?) Maine's workforce is our 
most important economic resourceÐ and, the laws that we 
have struggled to enact over the last 32 years enable women to 
contribute to Maine's economic future. We will work to block 
any and all attempts to reverse them.  

And, we will create consensus solutions where we canÐ as 
the Maine Women's Lobby has always done. By working with 
unique partners, we will continue to advocate for policies that 
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!  e Maine Women's Lobby is Wired 
For Change"
Remember when we introduced you to Wired for Change last 
winter (our new system that allows us to send action alerts 
and targeted e-mails letting you know when the time is ripe to 
contact your legislators)? Currently, more than 5,000 Maine 
Women's Lobby supporters receive the e-newsletter and online 
action alerts via Wired for Change. 

To date, supporters have sent nearly 2,000 messages in response 
to action alerts. !  ese included more than 550 messages sent to 

!  is Fall, SheDecides
!  is election cycle, the Maine Women's Lobby launched a new 
campaign to put women's economic concerns front and center. 
SheDecides is a nonpartisan campaign to demonstrate the 
importance of womenÐ particularly unmarried womenÐ in the 
elections. SheDecides is our pocketbook agenda, and it's a roadmap for 
candidates who want to speak to the economic reality of women's lives. 

We asked candidates to share where they stand on the minimum 
wage, paid sick days, family friendly workplaces, paycheck 
fairness, and access to jobs and education. And, we took those 
messages to the campaign trail. A# er holding a kick-o$  event 
on Women's Equality Day, women in bright green SheDecides 
t-shirts were visible at forums across the state and earned 
coverage on WMTW and in the Bangor Daily News and the 
Portland Phoenix. We matched these on-the-ground e$ orts 
with online actionÐ our activists generated 500 e-mails to ask 
candidates where they stood on our pocketbook agenda. !  en, 
the SheDecides team knocked on doors and shared these answers 
with women voters and sent a voter education mailing to more than 
14,000 women statewide. Check out www.SheDecides.org to learn more.  

SheDecides activists march 77 steps to a candidate forum to 
represent the 77 cents that women earn on average to the dollar 
earned by men.

legislative and gubernatorial candidates around our SheDecides 
campaign and over 120 messages received by Senators Snowe 
and Collins, thanking them for their votes in support of Elena 
Kagan's con% rmation to the U.S. Supreme Court.

Be ̀ in the know'

Join Our List
www.mainewomen.org



meet the social and economic needs of Maine women.
What hasn't changed is the vision and values that guide our 
work: equal rights, equal opportunity, and the power to direct 
our own lives. Now more than ever, our success will depend on 
grassroots muscle and community leadership. 

•  at's where you come in. We need you to help li€  up the values 
behind the policy positions that we are advocating for and also 
tell your story. So, please join us in the months ahead by calling 
your legislators on the issues that are most important to you. 
E-mailing, Facebooking, texting, and tweeting ¼  these are all 
the ways that we connect with and inspire our members to make 
their voices heard. Further, please join our action listÐ over 
5,000 Mainers and countingÐ at www.mainewomen.org.

Meet the Women 
of the Maine Women's Lobby and the Maine Women's Policy Center 

C H A I R  O F  T H E B O A R D S  
M .  K AT H ERI N E LY N CH  O' GRA D Y

A young attorney, Kate has 
had a busy year. Married this 
past August, she also opened a 
legal consulting ! rm, Tredecim, 
LLC, in May with a colleague, 
all while stepping into her role 

as Chair of the Maine Women's Policy Center and 
the Maine Women's Lobby boards.
 
A board member since 2006, Kate sees her service 
with the organizations as a way to match her 
passion for law and social justice. ªOne of my 
majors in college was Women's Studies. I think I 
went to law school with some hope of being able 
to marry that with a law degree.º
 
Asked what inspires her to serve, Kate says, ªFor 
me, it's the opportunity to put into action some 
of my beliefsÐ and to see those beliefs carried 
out.º And, with her substantive background in 
employment law, the sta"  and board call upon her 
skills frequently# ªAnytime we get a legal question 
that comes before the board, I love being able to 
help us work through that.º
 
ªI think what is unique for me is watching the 
team actively go from the Policy CenterÐ policy 
being shapedÐ then moving over to the active 
implementation, the lobbying aspect, at the Maine 
Women's Lobby,º she says. ªPeople hear the word 
l̀obby' and roll their eyes the same way they do 
when they hear the word ̀ lawyer,' but it's such 
important work. What's most exciting is to watch 
them turn thoughts and concepts from the Policy 
Center into laws that are going to shape people's 
lives in very important ways.º
 
In addition to her role as Chair, Kate is a new 
board member at the Family Planning Association 
of Maine and serves on the legal panel to the 
Maine Civil Liberties Union. Her interests 
extend far beyond law and public policy. An 
avid Telemark skier, Kate also studied opera for 
nearly a decade. ªI almost went to get a Masters in 
! ne arts and vocal performance but went to law 
school instead. •  ere's de! nitely an element of 
performance to both#º
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Portland, Maine - School board member Jenna Vendil (right), State 
Senator Justin Alfond, and Hallowell Mayor (and Maine Women's 
Lobby Associate Director) Charlotte Warren participate in a ªcelebrity 
smell-o" .º As celebrities, these leaders tried to predict whether certain 
fragrances contained dangerous and hidden chemicals.

Stepping Up To Ban BPA
Big newsÐ Maine's Department of Environmental Protection 
(DEP) has recommended a ban on the use of the chemical 
Bisphenol-A (BPA) in baby bottles, sippy cups, water bottles, 
and other reusable food and beverage containers. To complete 
the next step in implementing Maine's groundbreaking Kid-Safe 
Products Law, the DEP is also recommending BPA as Maine's 
! rst ªpriority chemicalº under the new law. Five other states have 
already banned BPA in plastic baby bottles and sippy cups, and 
action is pending in at least a dozen other states. It's time that 
Maine joined these ranks# 

•  is summer, the Maine Women's Lobby, as part of the Alliance 
for a Clean and Healthy Maine, provided critical support for this 
proposed legislation to ban BPA from children's products in Maine. 
Why BPA? •  is chemical is a potent endocrine-disrupter linked to 
reproductive health problems and cancer. And, it's considered one 
of the most pervasive chemicals in modern life. It's time to phase 
out this toxic chemical from the products we use every day.


