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Under theDome
AsAlways, You Can Count on the Maine Women's Lobby

ith the dection of Paul LePage asMaines next
Governor comesadramatic shi! in thelegidative
landscape. Governor-Elect Paul LePages public
positionsb on reproductive choice, marriage
equality, economic development, health care, and educationb are,
smply put, out of touch with therealities of women'slives. And,
over thenext four years, Governor LePage could move Mainein
aradicdly di" erent direction. But, Maine can't &' ord to move
backwards. # esuccessand well-being of all Maine people
dependson policy making that honorswiseinvesments, equal
opportunity, and shared prosperity. So, whilewell undoubtedly
be?playing defense® when it comesto Governor LePages anti-
choice, anti-wdfare, and anti-equality agenda, well aso be
putting forward proactive policiesthat can win broad support in
thelegidature and in the eectorate. You can count on usto keep
women'svoicesfront and center in themany di$ cult debatesto come.

Oneof the %4 challengesto comebeforethe 125th Legidature will
beaprojected 8800 million budget shortfal. Mo likdly, you areall
too familiar with the threatsthis could poseto funding for family
planning, domegtic violence and sexual assault prevention, health
care, and education and training programs, especialy those geared
towardsnon-traditional sgudents. Onceagain, the Mane Women's
Lobby will betherein the Appropriations Committeeto advocate
for thevital programsthat directly &' ect thelives of women.

You'll certainly be hearing from uson welfarereform. It'sbeen

di$ cult to missthe upsurgein attackson basic protectionsfor

the poor, ederly, and disabled during thiselection cycle. WEll be
therein the Health and Human Services Committee, making sure
legidatorsarerestructuring our statés programsto better meet the
needs of workersand familiesin today's economy, not stripping
them down or iminating them entirely. # ework iscomplex,

but well bethereto make sure decisonsareinformed with facts,
not %etionD and that every step taken isan improvement to an
exiging program, not a setback for one population over ancther.

A tough economic climate has never sopped usfrom educating
lavmakersand the public about the redlities of women'slives.
You'll seeusin the Natural Resources Committee advocating for
Maineslandmark Kid-Safe Products Law. We all want our homes
free of harmful chemicals so we can raise hedlthy families. # a
doesn't sop during tough economic times. Nor do civil rightsfor
gay and leshian families. You'll see us continueto play akey rolein
changing peoplés hearts and mindsto win marriage equality.
You'll seeusin the Labor Committee advocating for fair wages,
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equal pay, and anumber of other policiesthat have adirect impact
on your pocketbook. # isfdll, satelegidative and gubernatorial
candidates couldn't help but notice our SheDecides campaign.
Hundreds of our members, just like you, took action by e-mailing
their candidates, Sgning postcards, asking questions at forums,
and knocking on doorsto get out the vote. Together we madeit
clear: Mainewomen are ahighly engaged and powerful eectorate,
onethat legidators should expect to addresswhen policies come
acrosstheir desksand women speak up.

You'll hear us And, with your help, so will our newly elected 03 cids.
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www.SheDecides.org

A Maine family viststhe Maine Women's Lobby table at
the Common Ground Fair and showstheir support for the
SheDecides campaign. (Read more about SheDecideson page 2.)

Girls Day at the Sate House

On March 24, 2011, over 100 girls, 50 volunteers, and several
dozen elected 0$ ciaswill participatein our Girls Day at the
Sate House program. Girlsfrom every region of the state will
spend the day learning how our state government works, the
important role women play in shaping Mainés public policy,

and how they can have avoice on issuesthey care about. To help
make the program available free of chargeto students across
Maine, please consider atax-deductible donation to the Maine
Women's Policy Center. FMI, please contact Bonnie Buckmore at
207.622.0851, ext. 22. All donorsreceive wide-reaching recognition.



QupportersCelebrateat the
Maine Women's Galaand Auction

Margaret Chase Smith Sponsors

EllaFitzgerald Sponsors
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I isFal, SheDecides

! isdection cycle, the Maine Women's Lobby launched anew
campaign to put women's economic concernsfront and center.
SheDecidesisanonpartisan campaign to demonstrate the
importance of womenb particularly unmarried womenb in the
eections. SheDecidesisour podketbook agenda, and itsaroadmep for
candidateswho want to gpesk to theeconomic redity of womenslives

We asked candidatesto share where they stand on the minimum
wage, paid sick days, family friendly workplaces, paycheck
fairness, and accessto jobs and education. And, wetook those
messages to the campaign trail. A#er holding akick-o$ event

on Women's Equality Day, women in bright green SheDecides
t-shirtswerevisble a forumsacrossthe sate and earned
coverageon WMTW and in the Bangor Daily Newsand the
Portland Phoenix. We matched these on-the-ground e$orts

with online actionb our activists generated 500 e-mailsto ask
candidates where they sood on our pocketbook agenda.! en,
the SheDecidesteam knocked on doorsand shared these answers
with women votersand sent avoter education mailingto morethan
14,000 women gatewide Chedk out www.sheDeddesorgto leern more

I e Maine Women's Lobby isWired
For Change"

Remember when weintroduced you to Wired for Change last
winter (our new system that allowsusto send action aerts
and targeted e-mailsletting you know when thetimeisripeto
contact your legidators)? Currently, morethan 5,000 Maine
Women's Lobby supportersreceive the e-newdetter and online
action aertsviaWired for Change.

To date, supporters have sent nearly 2,000 messagesin response
toaction derts.! eseincluded morethan 550 messages sent to
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legidative and gubernatorial candidates around our SheDecides
campaign and over 120 messages received by Senators Showe
and Callins, thanking them for their votesin support of Elena
Kagan's con%meation to the U.S Supreme Court.

Be in theknow'

Join Our Lig

WWW.mainewomen.org

From the Executive Director
Sarah Sandiford

Fighting Forward

In speaking to members, funders, and colleagues over the
past few weeks, the same question inevitably surfaces: What's
next?Maines Governor-Elect and the new legidature has
overwhelmingly advocated against the role of government

in sustaining the public structuresthat support our
communitiesD that is, against policy solutionsto the challenges
facing women.

S0, I've been asked frequently how the Maine Women's Lobby
expectsto advance policy solutionsin this new environment.
How do we address the critical needs of women and the
families they support during these tough economic timesb
working women churning from one low-wage job to the next,
facing the loss of unemployment
benefits, discrimination or harassment
on thejob, or putting job security at
risk in order to carefor asick child?
How do we craft smart solutions
in aclimate where any government
intervention is perceived as anti-
businessb regardless of the fact that
policies such as unemployment insurance expansion, paid
sick days, and paid family medical leave actually increase job
security by keeping people employed and contributing to the
local economy.

The answer iswe fight forward.

We defend against the most egregious attemptsto restrict
existing protections. (Were you, like me, startled to read

in the Portland PressHerald about members of a business
roundtable urging GovernorzElect LePageto eliminate 2well-
intended but burdensome® regulations such as child labor,
public health, and civil rightslaws?) Maineésworkforceis our
most important economic resourceb and, the laws that we
have struggled to enact over the last 32 years enable women to
contribute to Maines economic future. We will work to block
any and all attemptsto reversethem.

And, we will create consensus solutions where we canb as
the Maine Women's Lobby has always done. By working with
unique partners, we will continue to advocate for policiesthat



continued from page 2

meet the social and economic needs of Maine women.

What hasn't changed isthevision and valuesthat guide our
work: equal rights, equal opportunity, and the power to direct
our own lives. Now more than ever, our successwill depend on
grassroots muscle and community leadership.

e a'swhereyou comein. We need you to help li€ up the values
behind the policy positionsthat we are advocating for and also
tell your story. So, pleasejoin usin the months ahead by calling
your legidatorson theissuesthat are most important to you.
E-mailing, Facebooking, texting, and tweeting ¥4 these areall
the ways that we connect with and inspire our membersto make
their voices heard. Further, pleasejoin our action listb over
5,000 Mainers and countingb at www.mainewomen.org.

Sepping Up To Ban BPA

Big newsb Maines Department of Environmental Protection
(DEP) hasrecommended aban on the use of the chemical
Bisphenol-A (BPA) in baby bottles, sippy cups, water bottles,

and other reusablefood and beverage containers. To complete
the next step in implementing Mainés groundbreaking Kid-Safe
Products Law, the DEP isalso recommending BPA as Maines

! r&t @priority chemical® under the new law. Five other states have
aready banned BPA in plastic baby bottlesand sippy cups, and
action ispendingin at least adozen other gtates. It'stimethat
Mainejoined these ranks#

e issummer, the Maine Women's Lobby, aspart of the Alliance
for aClean and Hedlthy Maine, provided critical support for this
proposed legidation to ban BPA from children's productsin Maine.
Why BPA?e ischemical isapotent endocrine-disrupter linked to
reproductive health problemsand cancer. And, it'sconsdered one
of themogt pervasive chemicasin modern life. It'stimeto phase
out thistoxic chemical from the productswe use every day.

Portland, Maine- School board member JnnaVendil (right), Sate
Sendor Ligin Alfond, and Hallowdl Mayor (and ManeWomen's
Lobby Associae Director) Charlotte Warren participatein adcdebrity
amndl-0" ° Ascdébrities, theseleaderstried to predict whether certain
fragrances contained dangerousand hidden chemicals

Meet the Women

of the Maine Women's Lobby and the Maine Women's Policy Center

CHAIR OF THE BOARDS
M. KATHERINE LYNCH O'GRADY
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