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Event Lauds Three Decades of Advancement for Maine Women 
 

H undreds C elebrate the Maine Women’s Lobby’s 30th 

 
(South Portland) In commemoration of its 30th year of advocacy on behalf of M aine w omen and 

girls, members, supporters, policymakers, and community leaders gathered at the Portland 

M arriott at Sable O aks to celebrate the M aine Women’s Lobby’s pioneering achievements for 

w omen and girls.  

 

Tw o of the organizations’ founders, Representative Janet M ills and Lois Reckitt, reminded the 

audience that they formed the group so w omen w ould have an enduring voice at the State H ouse. 

C harging dues of $2, they built a statew ide membership of supporters, launched the organization 

in 1978, and hired the first lobbyist. Early achievements included w ork to allow  married w omen 

to get credit in their ow n name and a bill making it illegal for a husband to sexually assault his 

w ife.  

 

The M aine Women’s Lobby continues to promote an agenda for w omen’s rights, including 

championing reproductive privacy and w orking to narrow  the w age gap betw een w omen and 

men. U nveiled at the event w as the M aine Women’s Lobby new  D V D , “The V oice of M aine 

Women,” w hich captures the mission of the organization for audiences unaw are of the M aine 

Women’s Lobby and introduces view ers to the concept of lobbying for the social interest.  

 

The group announced plans for the future and encouraged new  supporters to help chart the 

course of the w omen’s movement in M aine. “A s w e celebrate this milestone, w e are also 

recommitting to our w ork to make sure w omen and girls are inspired, educated, and motivated 

to be involved in shaping policy that creates their vision for the future,” said K imm C ollins, C hair 

of the M aine Women’s Lobby Board of D irectors. “We w ill move beyond defending our basic 

rights – to enacting bold initiatives that reach true equality for M aine w omen.”  
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Bringing levity to the evening’s celebration w as comedienne K aren M organ. H ailed as “M aine’s 

Funniest M om,” K aren w as one of the seven finalists in N ick at N ite’s first search for the 

Funniest M om in A merica. With her troupe of funny moms, M ama’s N ight O ut, K aren has been 

selling out comedy clubs and theatres nationw ide. K aren brought her experience as a parent and 

as an attorney to light for the audience of nearly 400 advocates and policymakers.  

 

The event w as made possible through the leadership sponsorship support of the M aine C oalition 

to End D omestic V iolence, N orw ay Savings A sset M anagement G roup, and M aine Education 

A ssociation, as w ell as nearly 100 additional sponsors.  
 

 
The M aine Women’s Lobby is a non-partisan, non-profit membership organization w orking since 1978 

to increase opportunities for w omen and girls through advocacy and legislative action. 
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